Abstract. Child neglect is the situation where adults are incapable of meeting the needs, maintaining the wellbeing and providing protection for the children under their care. In order to prevent child neglect, it is crucial to identify the families in the risk group. In this regard, identifying the socio-demographic factors relevant to child neglect would help in identifying the children under the risk. Thus, this study aimed to examine child neglect in terms of sociodemographic variables. The participants of the study consisted of 402 secondary school students in Ankara, Turkey. The students were administered "Socio-Demographic Information Form" in order to gather socio-demographic information. The students were also administered "Multidimensional Neglectful Behavior Scale (10-15 Years Form)" in order to assess their neglect experiences by their parents. As a result, it was found that children's neglect experiences by their mothers and fathers differed according to children's age, grade level, school success, whether they spend time on social media, the level of their relationships with their parents and whether they actively spend time with their mothers and fathers. It was also found that children's neglect experiences differed according to the age and education level of their fathers.
Introduction
Child neglect is described as the situation where adults are incapable of meeting the needs, maintaining the wellbeing and providing protection for the children under their care and thus, the child's development being affected negatively (Scannapieco and Connell-Carrick, 2005; Palusci, 2011) . While child neglect is generally examined under various headings as physical neglect, medical neglect, emotional neglect, supervisory neglect, cognitive neglect and educational neglect (Straus, 2004; McCoy and Keen, 2014) , it is difficult to distinguish the neglect types from each other as it occurs chronically and multiple types occurring simultaneously (Howe, 2005; Laskey, 2011) .
Every year, millions child neglect cases are reported but approximately one third of these cases are being recorded as identified (Baysal and Şahin, 2014) . In their report in 2003, UNICEF suggested that child maltreatment is an issue in both developed and developing countries.
According to the report, 3500 children every year lose their lives due to maltreatment in industrialized countries (UNICEF, 2003) . In a meta-analysis study where data from seven hundred and ninety-five studies were examined, it was found that for physical neglect the prevalence rate is 19.2% in North America continent and 6.5% in Europe whereas, for emotional neglect the rate is 14.5% in North American and 30.1% in Asia (Stoltenborgh et al., 2013) . Not many studies exist about the prevalence and status of child neglect in Turkey; and although physical neglect is seen more, it is ignored unless the case results in death or severe injuries (Pakiş et al, 2008 ).
Neglect can result in both physical and developmental consequences. Physical findings may result in growth failure without an organic reason (Smitherman, 2011; Block and Krebs, 2015) and developmental problems such as decrease in cognitive abilities and academic failure during school period (Stone, 2007; Nadeau and Nolin, 2013) , bedwetting and learning difficulties Child neglect occurs more frequently if certain risk factors exist in the family and the child (Hindley et al, 2006) . Child requiring special care due to premature birth (Dunn et al., 2002; Bugental and Happaney, 2004) ; being born as a result of unplanned pregnancy, being disabled (Doğru, 2006; Kantarcı et al., 2013) ; are factors that increase the risk for child neglect. Child's age and gender are also among the risk factors regarding children (Chen et al., 2011; PerezFuentes et al., 2013; Douglas, 2014) ; that is, younger children are exposed to neglect more compared to older children. Types of neglect, on the other hand, differentiate based on gender; girls are exposed to educational neglect whereas, boys are exposed to physical or supervisory neglect (Beyazova, 2014 , Clement et al., 2016 . Various studies on risk factors relevant to parents showed that low education (Güler et In order to prevent child neglect, it is crucial to identify the families in the risk group. In this regard, it is believed that identifying the socio-demographic factors relevant to child neglect would help in identifying the children under the risk. Thus, this study aimed to examine child neglect in terms of socio-demographic variables.
Methodology

Participants
The study group consisted of 402 children who were studying in two different secondary schools in the city center of Ankara, during the 2017-2018 Spring Semester. 
Instruments
In the study Socio-Demographic Information Form was administered in order to gather data regarding the socio-demographic background of the children. In addition, Multidimensional
Neglectful Behavior Scale 10-15 Years Old Child Form was administered in order to examine the neglect experiences of the children. 
Data Collection and Data Analysis
Required permissions for the administrations of the instruments were provided from the Wallis-H test to compare variables with three or more groups (Büyüköztürk, 2004 ).
Results
An examination of years old, graduate of primary and secondary school; whose relationship with father were poor and who are moderately successful and unsuccessful at school had significantly higher mean ranks.
Discussion
This study aimed to examine child neglect in terms of socio-demographic variables. The results of the study showed that child's age, grade, academic success, status of social media usage, level of relationship with parents and active time spent with parents are mutual variables for both mothers and fathers regarding neglect. The findings also indicated that, unlike mothers,
fathers' level of neglect shows differences according to their age and level of education. In terms of the age of the child, the findings of this study are inconsistent with a number of studies in the literature. aspects of the child. In families where parents' involvement is insufficient and parent-child interaction is negative, parents do not show warmth and love; children do not feel safe and they are emotionally bruised (Polat, 2017) .
In the present study, it was also found that children who use social media more have a higher rate of neglect. It is thought that children who do not receive sufficient attention from their parents tend to use social networks as a socializing tool and look for the attention they need in In the study, unlike the mothers, fathers' neglectful behaviors towards children showed differences depending on their age and level of education. In Turkish culture, traditionally mothers are seen as the primary caregiver of the child (Özen, 2009 ). However, equally important as the mothers' role, fathers also play a crucial role in a child's healthy development.
It is stressed out that the involvement of fathers in a child's development, care and education is important for the cognitive, physical, social and emotional development of the child (Özkardeş, 2011) . It was found in the study that fathers' at the age of forty or below have a lower rate of child neglect compared to other fathers. In contrast to this finding, the available literature suggests that older fathers are more attentive towards their children; and that age factor can be associated with emotional maturity and being aware of responsibilities (Castillo ve ark., 2011).
It is believed that this finding may be resulting from the fact that equal gender roles are in the process of being established in Turkish society and the majority of young fathers are more involved in a child's care and education.
The results of the study also showed that fathers who graduated from university have a lower rate of child neglect compared to other fathers. It is underlined that higher education level has a positive influence on the participation of father in the child's care (Shannon et al., 2005).
Low education level, unemployment and low income level are among social stressors for neglect (Bahar et al., 2009) . In this regard, low education level is believed to be leading to not only lack of knowledge and awareness regarding child neglect but also financial stressors. There are many studies available in the literature which emphasize that low education level is one of the risk factors regarding child maltreatment (Güler et al., 2002; Örsel et al. 2011 ).
This study is significant in terms of identifying certain socio-demographic factors which can be associated with child neglect. Identification of these factors is important for the efforts regarding the prevention of child neglect. Educational programs regarding child neglect should be designed for parents for the purpose of increasing the level of knowledge and awareness about the issue. It is crucial for the child's development for the parents to show the care and love needed by the child as all children need to feel that they are loved by their parents. It is equally important for the parent to not only meet the physical, medical and educational needs of children but also meet their emotional needs such as loving, acceptance and sense of belonging in addition to asking their thoughts and feelings, making the house a communicationfriendly setting and establishing opportunities to spend quality time together. In addition,
parents should monitor what children do outside of home and who they spend time with; and house setting should not be left unattended and without any rules. Habits such as watching TV and use of Internet should also be supervised and access to Internet should be monitored.
